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BOERS INTRENCHING«
STRONGER POSITIONS ON TUR

?CdRIA AND MODDER.

IHELLING BtTLLEHf CAMP WITH A

CBSOBOT OÜNS U08T NORTH OF

IBI RIVER HO NEWS
iPROM METHÜBN.

popyrDtht: IBWi H> T.. X» n Toril Tribune.

[BT < ami Iti BS t?:?p?\e.1

«aojo·, ''"''· -1· S n. m..There is practically

ft freïh ?.?··*· rrom t h»» .«oat of war this m'»rn-

Furti·*-·" details of thc hoUtle <»f COoMMO

.(.,ntlI;Ue t©dribble In, bul on th«· wbol« they do

t a(j,j much informât Ion. "The rost's" rorr··-

»pondent affi'- « rcsitively that th« Boer« capt¬

ured ten Brltlati field »runs. Colonel Bullock.

fcmmanillnr tb« Devon Regiment, with three of«

fleers and forty tata, was surrounded, and all

were taken prieontT· h>* the Hoen» while looking

for wound» d nun under a flag; of truce

Accordine to Tht Chronicle's" correspondent

the British mounted Infantry and Irregular
corps, with two latteries of artillery, managed

t,. take th»· Ookl ·-'» IXMtd bridgi and eventually
c; «MMd the river, but the Boer Hile fire preventa 1

them from pushing; on, and the battery wa«

abandoned. Beemlngly tho Run· were lost on

the north Bid« of the TugBla, and. If so, there la

little dpubl that they were captured.
"The Times'' «aye that people who know the

c-.ur.try C ttStder the Boer position the strongest

In Nata'.
Kr. ? ;rb-lgh In "The Telegraph" says the

Boers nre digging more trenches nearer the

river ani amplbytng r Creusot sun to shell the

British camp.

There is still no news of Lord Methuen. His

communications have been cut or else the oorr-

fors ar-· determined to allow no Information as

to his dolni-'s to reach the outer world.

Pome sensation has been caused in diplomatie
Circles in St. Petersburg by a statement that the.

British Ambo«*Mdor there had a privata au·

dlence with the Czar in connection with events

to South Afri a. h N. F.

'BRITAIN MORE CHEERFUL·
NEW PROGRAMME OF THE WAR OFFICE

INSPIRES RENEWED FAITH IN

THE EMPIRE.
[?-1· ? rt Tribune 1

[BT G?G.?.? TO Till: TRIFIVTi.'l
Lordon, Dsc 21, 1 a. BL.AM improved public

ton» Is revealed ln the less depressed if not

more buoyant markets, and in the more hopeful
leaders ¡n the prcas This is· due to th»· tonte
·"¦ of the vigorous measure· adopted by th··

QovernmenL and the outburst of patriotic en¬

thusiasm In th« country. The sélection of Lord

Roberts fur the chief command In Booth Africa

and the new m lltary programma of the War

Officie ««?». ?*.··?,\*./\ mltfcou* cnvlt as the best
?» ««¡?» policy for this BMMnentUMM emerge]
The rno9t esBsoriou« Journal dosa aoi suggest
anything· that might havi ·¦ 1·? this

crisi« of the fortUIM s of the Empire that has
been left undone. Th·· conclusion follow· that

if the Ministers have fully placad tr

Mutisi of a grav« «Ituatlon and Inspired the

country with oldtlme Elizabethan patrlotlam the
worst is over and better times arc ahead. This
reasonings may be fallacious but It is comfort-
Ins;. Englishmen aie lugliming to sn 11« agalli
as they reflect that their best general, orbo baa
never failed, is »r» irtr to the Cape, and that many
battalions win follow him.

UNEASINESS OVER LADT8MITH.
The chief cause of the uneasiness whl» h brings

bark th»· «had n to English faces Is a suspicion
that the Ladyemlth garrison Is short of an.mu¬

nition and Incapable of a prolonged defi no*.

The War Office docs not admit that Ladysmlth
le in f-eriou» dancer or short of ammunition,
but the censorship somehow has allowed these
alarmi! ig reports to reach England, The censor,
it ? apparent, «cttnetlmes Calla aala«p or is

druscei by too candid und to,, InOjUlaltive
friend«.
Dispatches from Colenso are still coming In.

but every one bears evid«'iicc of rOUgb treat«
Went from the- censorship It is Impractlcabi«
Ether to reconcile these disjointed, fragmentary
¦jceounts, one with anoth'r. or to explain tbe

PsKrepancIc· between them and Qeneral Bui-
Itr's report one Journal after another is forced
to describe their own cm respondent'« dlapatchea
a« unintelligible and there are strong ezpres-
psona of disapproval of th·· ru'hless manner in

which the censor mutilate· the carefully written

près« reports after the battles are fought. There
are at ¡east a dOSCU Questions of fact which Te¬

rmin unsettled six «lays after this batti· ?ß«

cuir·' Thc most important of tinse relate to

It,«· ß mparative ranges of the Boat and British

funs, and thc circumstances In which Long*·
battery waa lost. Kngilehmen are anxious to

know whether Buller's army, with a numerical
BBperlorlty in guns and with a higher degras of
.kill in the servie· Of them, was without ade¬

quate protection owing to the fact that It was

¦stela -· by th·· Boor artillery'- There are a

auBdred detslla which the public is eager to
learn about the chief battle Of th»· war. and

»very correspondent Is fagged and bound and
.hut off from clear, descripttv· work. Th·· Eng¬
iba f res« is much more «loci!»» and Bubmlaatve
than the American pre.-s would 1»»· in similar

Hrcumatances, but it la ahowtng signs of irrita¬

tion, ar.d is OB the point of asking whether the
*'«r In South Africa Is a private enterprise con¬

duite, ] for (h(. purpose Of shielding reputations
of favorite« in the field and red tape tnartlBeta
In las War Office.
Report« publlahed on Wednesday that the

tuns «»«?« ». · abandoned in the Colenso battle
¦owe not been confirmed from any official
.Bttro, and were evidently the aubBtanco of
Ullng« hoped f,,r an^ the evidence «if things nn-

Hal General Bulle- would have eOBtradtCted
tbe saost 'iamaglng admission Of his first bulletin
M he could have «jorM nn truthfully.

FRKN'CH AND OATACltE.
The War OfTiee hnn rejiorted that there Is no

'""«.»h news from Osneral QBtacra, and that Qea·
IVench continues to operata against the

'

rn? with the utnvst prudence and vigilance,
G'?? when h«· was compelled to do BO hy ·

or force without dlsord« r or sortou· loss.
New-Zealand contingent under his eom-

n''d hits been under fire, and has acted with
''«¡ne«» and gallantry. The British OOTSrn«
¦Mt, which originally retarded th« colonial

¦JMlagsats with a cauti«,»«, steprnoth, : ? ali.
mm know« what they arr. w.rth. and regret·
¦»t more of them are not In the field The
^^..neontlngent, which 1» a picks«.dy ol

«Sa!?J? ¦WWOLTPTB1 TOOTH POWDrn

M^ B»v«et«n· th· t-reath. At all drugelata.-

fine ri ?« rnr-n. has not yet rom»-· Into action, lit
la on the Una of General Methuen'a communi¬
cation·,

ral Methuen'· force is reporte, to havo
i". ti amply provisioned foi several weeks before
Hi- last battle was fought At a lat»· !i"»ir no
in'ill confirmation has» been received ,,f the
VBgua rumor r. s ?.. >. t ' î ?.; th«· ratting Ol its com¬

munications ?«>· Boer raldera
The list .»f Colenso casualties is slowly coming

In. with Ita Khastly record, Which adds sllchtly
t" ths number "f killed previously estimated,
bat «i«"'s noi alter the aaaantlal character of
Qeneral Buller'e reverse.
Boer accounts of th·· Colenso battle aro mod-

en, «and convey tii»· Impression thai th·· Dutch
burghera ar·· not nnduly elated t>> their victory
on the Tugefav

ii» a general way tha altuatlon has Improved
on tho Bntllab «side. There is n«> light, i.ut there
La a sens« of departing darkness, .¦»p? the Eng¬
lish people hav.· taken courage, and renewed
thoir faith in thojr own destiny as ons of the
chief forcea «.f a superior civilisation, i. N. P.

e
LORD ROBERTS IN LONDON.

A TALK with THE NEW LEADER Of Til ?

BRITI8H ARMT.
London, Dec 20, Oeneral Lord Roberta, who

is to hav»· full cominead of the British troops In
South Africa, accompanied by »Lady Roberta and
th»-ir two daughter·, arrivili m London this
a irnlng, having travelled from Dublin with Mr.

li pat tur.- from Dublin waa
marked bj cheering crowd·, but the «.onora!

.» quiet entry Into i. indon. After going to
. privat.· hotel, h.· gpenl ,il.t an hour at the
War Ofllce In consultation w it ii the Marquis of

Lanadowne, ths Secretary of stat.· f..r (ear.
Thon Con, rai Roberta returned to the task of
psttklng his effects and Intervtewtag the officerà
-. leAi ? for hla *>iafr.
When "Little Bob·," th.· b» loved of "Tommy

Atltina." received a rersresentstlve of Thi
rauadi I In tlie de» peel black,

In vivi,! contra·! with his snow whir.· hair and
mustache. Mis dapper little figura wa» aa

stral-.hr aa »·\»·?. but the keon eye* that have ?
ofton scanned Brltlah victory were s

dlmm···. hy th·· -.roat personal aOlTOW thai has
befallen him. Hut in spito of this and tho multi¬
tude «>f «lotaiis that claimed his attention, G
oral Roberta willingly asaentsd t" son,i through
Tho Associated i'r«ss g parting m<ssa-.e t.» the
American people, and gave the following state¬
ment:
I'lnumstatiio. naturally forbid my speaking

about the campaign ahead of me, except
.fiat ? have ei tire onfldi no« In the Britlal
dlei and thai ? believe tha tradltlona of our
will ? ¦¦ upheld In South Africa
For th·· friendly Inter» Bl an ? aympathy exhib¬

ited ? y man) Americana ? am most deeply grate-
fl L I feel sur.· the lUStloa »,f "«ir »ans··

thla, Though wa nay be at war, ? can safely
say thr.t n»> unnecessary harshness and no a<-ts
Of inhumanity will mar the fair nani·· «>f this
branch of the Anglo-Saxon race, ? canni
warmly express my admiration for the spirit
which prevails in mir colonies. Tha ici ? of
Canada will always be a glorious page In th··
history of tha aona of th<- empire, ? loon for
*rr.-at things from tho men sho h um sont ____

aendlng to th·· rr»nt.
Tho reporta which indicate that disloyalty ex.

ists in tho Irish regiments sn »·»¦!-, untrue.
in tho h'.ur of danger my countrymen have
been among tho first to la. d iwn their Uvea for
their Queen and country, and, whether '»t ?».·
against the Boers or men of any <>th.·:· nal

th» ti toh m Idler will be found loyal to ina
Quoon and brave· In battle.
Tho iitt!·-· Irish Oeneral wha goes to South

Africa t.» redeem Great Battala'· military pres¬
tige then added:
You canAOt deny those rsporta of Irish d.a-

loyalty too etrongly.
it was learned that Oeneral Robertaentertain·

¦ great friendship f«*r <.en<-r*_l Kitchener, though
th<>· have never nerved together, and that the
ciiiii.¡nati»,? <»f generalship create· the git
aatlgfactlon In military iinies. Aa «.n«· ofllcer of
Qeneral RoberiaTa staff said.

"it really make· lif·· worth livin·*· ».nro again "

'The Qlobe" say· there are rumora tî,;i» the
Tiuk·· <.f Connaught will aueoeed Qeneral Lord
Rob» rts as commander in chief of tha forcea m

nd
?-

BOERI! MASSING AT BTORMBERG.
London, Dec -1.."The i»ai!y News" has the

following dispatch from Cap·· Town, dated ¦·

cortil».·! I«'»
Tho Boer· intend to mak·· a big stand at

berg, and are p,.-issiti·· a great I
the abandoned Brltlah camp One commando of
two thouaand cot-Blata chiefly of ret»· ? Dutch.

?

BOERA THINKING OF PEAGE TERMS,
intimation T« THEIR AOENTfl thai" Till·;

CONDITION! WOULD BE MODERATI
Loo-km, Do» 20 The Madrid coereepondeol of

"The Stari.l.i rd" says:

The Boer government· havo recently Intimated
to thelí agenta In Europe their readlnesa to be
modérât· in regard t<> p>··»' e conditions
The chief anxiety >.f the burgher· is a« to the

re elvlng auppllea by way of Lou-
? ti·,·" Marque·,
The gravity of the military situation Is again

__acomlng accentuated in the public mind, otring
thi complet· abaencs of news Nothing has

been beard from »Lord Methuen sin«·.· Sunday,
arni it is feared that his communlcatlonB bava
been cut if this be s««, his position is danger-
OUS ? oornspi.n.l.nt ..f .'The Pally News,"
telegraphing from Modder i'i\«-r last Saturday,
«ays:

The Boer position, already formidable on De¬
cember 11. has Hin···· been greatly strengthened,
extending f«>i an area of twelve miles it is In¬
trenched according t«> the must modern méthode
throughout its entire length; wire fences ha«.··

been placed before all the trenches si aver)
point, guna hav«· been gol Into position and
there ia every evidence that the Boera ara well
supplied with ammunition. Only a powerful at¬
tacking force can hopa t" mak«· a auocesaful as-

pault.
.The Timos." In an article from the pon of a

military expert, lament· tha dlaperMon of the
Hrittsh force·, quotea tho maxim "f Napoleon in

favor of concentration and regreta that Lord

Methuen <ii«t riot r.-tin· t,, Oranga «River a week

ago.
Tho lat'-st «llspatchos received so.-in t.» show

that th·· British force· are standing on the de¬

fensiv· at ail points Qeneral Butler is ordering
th· LrOOp· now arriving at Cape Town t«. pr·.-

ceed to Durban, to reinforoa the Natal column.
Absence of new· from him has led to ¦ minnis··

that he ls trying t«> _«·?? Qeneral White by a

Hani, movement.
A. J. Balfour in his unofficial capacity ha*

written to th»· ¡Burl of ____ddlagton dwelling upon
the Importance <>f the t-oovement to rais.·

manry and volunteer force· for South Africa
He suggest· ·??«? Offerì i" asaist g public fund

to augment tha nate.srily limit»·«! allowaaea
made to the men by the Qovernment for equip¬
ment.
Revised list·, »if the Hritish casualtleB at thf>

battle of Oolenso Bhow thnt l.'.T noa-oomml·-
gjoned odlcera and mea were ki)i»-d.

A apedal dispat'h from Durban. Natal, dat»·,*

?., ember l*>. «aya it ?« rumored that QeaeraJ
Buller »allod for volunteer« t«> recover the. aban¬
doned guna Und that a party lsBiierl from the

camp after mMu'gh* and brought in the gun·,
Which W·!· uninjured.

It siili seem-· doubtful whether the gunii that

? ,,mi-ill·-·! on llilnl ?,???«

...??· V'iiu CHRIflTMAi DINNER
! Order a auppiy ot good old __vui»_ Al«» or Stout..
? ?. t_

UNION CLUB TO MOVE.
VOTES TO SECURE PART OF THE OR¬

PHAN A8TL1 m sm: ?t |7?a??a

TllK NORTHEAST CORNER OF ril'TY-FIUST-

ST. AND FIFTH-AVE THE PLOT SE¬
LECTED TRANSFER OF ENTIRE

BL· ? ? T( ? SYNDICATE
The Union «'lub at · largely attended meeting

lasi nlghl practically voted t.. remova from its

presea! quarter· toa alte further uptown. This

question Of moving further uptown has cme up

«very year for several years, but has always
be« n voted down Aa ii was. last night a strong

vo;.· was recorded ;i«-;imsi removal. Th·· only
possibility that the a«tion of last night may not
result in removal is thai th.. price voted i>> tha
d'ili as a limit to !.¦ paii! f,,r lh·· property for

the n»w clubhouse ground may not pur» base the
ground selected. This is almost a technical pro¬

vision, bowcver, as the Hoard of Governors in
flaming tli>· resolution pasard, in which the

price waa atlpulated, were, of course, thoroughly
acquainted with th»· circumstances, and doubt«
less knew thai their offer would be accepted.
The site selected Was the on« that has been fr·-

quently referred t<·. and consists of To f>···! front

In Fifth riv··. at th- north-ast 0.111.t of Fifty«
BTSl st.. extending back IT·"· fest
For a ion«,- time there baa been talk that th··

club would take this property, which Ih a part
of the site of the Roman Catholic Orphan Asy¬
lum it was learned that th.«tracts for th·-»

formal transfer of this property, the «ale of
which Wa« ai ri lUnced in Th·· Tribun·· last week,
embracing tbe entire block between Fifty-first
ai.d K:f-\ sec« p r-ts. and Fifth and Madison

were signed yesterday, Charlea t. itiir-

:. George 1:. Sheldon acting for the syn-
Thls syndicate has been negotiating

with th·» I'nlon Club to take part of the prop«
erty, and it is said that the ayndlcate'a purchase

nditioii.il upon the Union Club tnkmg o,-

1 f.

? «?« ini meeting was called last night to dis-

cuas th· «??!,·;. ,¦« ,,«· pnrchase and rinnovai Tha
of Governor· recommended th·· purchase

of ih·· around. '· tlon of pu·
waa put. a bail, ·, an 1 th·· ballot stood
".'tr· for MIl,i 120 -«gainai th·· res« .¡'. «, the Oi ?

« inch ila arili opposed,
moving, managing to muster only a minority.

»lütten was ff«m 0:

?- '?· ; t?,?.· »ii·· Governing Commlttea ba
aud !¦ ted to 1 urebaae th«

I Flfth-ave. for a sum not to
? |70n ???? ?) tl ired al

that price, and thnt th« prealdenl and the
m·, r ? ntracl

g Committee n«

aary to carry thl .......

Th" tfjten viva ? >···?« car¬

ried Thc meeting I
no ramarka aa ahout «h»· amount

of money 1 nded m on th- neu club-
release of tb« f tha

details that would be Incidental to tl si

change. All of I .· ri ,?? will be dei led
the club be alt« In qui «·

tlon,
f the Un??1 Club to rei ¦ fur¬

ther uptown la a most Interesting ab

life. Th»· aubje .· Hi
··/·... ·-n \ otad don p

The Unlvorstt] ? ved furth« upt« ¦·

other oraba '

t. r. hut Ubi I al n bas atuekhy Iti Id sit«·. It 1«

one of th* oldeHf as well us one of th»· richest and

inoet exclusive clubs In lbs city. Bom« time ago
....as talk of n.ovina uptown ,u 1 consoli

.lilting a Ith theM lb, bul this · am··

t·. nothing. Til· declaloB to move in regard« I as
a are it Mlon.

|a ·· er, prealdenl of tbe club,
sided al the meeting Thi · mit-

i.-.· bi th« ilia of the purchase In
bul 11,· ·· !ommltt< ß li I of .bdm

u kl in «riet I, Henry
r- · Wecke« 1 lepri \·· «tlal and CI I

The Union Clul » 1» rganlsed In In''.·;, nnd

Iglnal hoi t H
? ha Brsl prcsldenl ' ? if

houae In May, IsU. al No
.'',7'? Broadwaj The neal ? ? October,
? rhei new quarti ? at No ·'·'.·I

;· ? t-> the house 11 ? a
1-'.:. lohn C. fit«

Samuel jonea a« pre Idenl In I··¦"··".. John
?. King was thenert president, elected In IHM

Irinneil In ???7
William M Rvarta wa« tha neal president, he

rted In 1 *-«?.' ?« served nntll ISSI, when
im Constai I et« l John .1 Toe ?

|883, an he a as

1· m IX·«» Mr

upon hla d> ath a ded bj Ed
? ard < ??,?,t.

?

ABBESTED IB Till WALDOBP-ASTOBJA.

rOUNO MAN 111:1.t· WHO is ??.?.????? G? HAVSJ

MINENT ???

A rr-
· was taken to Police Read«

night t?·· sergeant In charas
a thai the prlaoi 11 1

...
·.». Itemed. Ha wa«

? lusky m roon Me in

«n«pi ioti« person.
Th,. prison« ? the Waldorf-Asi

.? here, It I ·¦" "sh tdowtm ·>

promli ent su« M h< lei m ha romp lined to
·µ. i «et« ctlv« »V« · of th« hotel called in

, ; ·;,?p McClusk) in«1 expia n« d t h« »ifi.it

ipiain µ «? al mv»

.\tr. Hoi 11 denied r,t tirai thai any su, h .u·.-·

; ?, mode, Afterward i" idmlttsd It, bul ·?··

lin« ? lo elve anj nam<

U'OW tv ? IIHow \ FRO li* I CAB.

NARROW ESCAPTi FROM .«mi· »1 s IN.it'|:i.:s IS

M tOnOM avi:

Mis. Henry A R »bbtns, of Ho ns Flfth-evs.,
pi thrown from n cab at Twenty-fifth-·!
Mad) on ·'· reetarday afternoon, aad narrowly

d :··· · Ivlng «erloua Injuries
t·· ,· arsi owned bj lbs Wi * Tork Cab Com¬

pany, and waa In cha «-¦·¦ ot H. Cortwrtght, of Ke
¦OftJ Bttth «t. Al th- pia· e Of the ..·

Soni ai «raton, own»··! by tie· Hawthorne

ßxpreoi Company ind driven hj John O'Connor,
,.·· Ño ":· weal 'm· hundred and-aeventeenth-st..
:-?·?.?, ?,?\ turned ti on« sida and ??·· off the hind
a-heci nt tn« cab « nleh wa« «outhbound

ros 11 on ita -id». and Mr- Rob¬
ed to ili.· p.nenien·. S!;·· Waa carri-d

11,·. 1.s· A phyaietan found thai Iho
«ufferlng from ahocb Bb« wa« taken

home Ii ¦ cab
Policeman Davi« placed O'Connor under arrest

;· ltd thai the eaproaaman waa driving rapidly
up the avenue when the accident occurred

.11 BT IEAWNED OW WAB UBVBNl B Ta V.

asbevttle, ? C, Pee M..Job Clavetead, « cousin

,, oj ? , idenl Grover Clsvoaaad. asas initiated int«>

th·· BU/SU rus of the war tax in lh·· aaSeS of Interim!

Jlevenu« Collector Mnrklns to-day. The old man Is

a ilium,!'.1 tiler Of win··, and leads a «ecludsd Ufa
in Buncombe Coui
Koi ?,p?·· tttSM report.« have OOBM 10 OotlSCtOf

HsradBS*« Offioa that Mr. «'lev· land wns violating

the revenue law l.y falling to attlx a «tamp to e.i· h

bottle h.· pel bb, Th»· Collector irrota asklBg him

to come In and make en .-xplaniitlon. To-day Mr

Cleveland «fated to th· Collectes1 thai he had heard

nothing of the new law to raise money for prosegu¬
ami ha bad «on»· on Inaoeaatly vioiat-

ing the law He mad»· <·??? a statement of back
taa dua paid th« aneounl aad tiougiit a supply of
utamps for future us··.

?-

THE OCEANIC 0??????.
BjBsenstown. Dea -'·¦ Cc«ieaesiss»m asgnstf ?» felt

rcRardltiK the White Star Meemer Oreante. Captain
«'ameren, which left New Yoik on I>ecemher U
Rhe Is thirty hours overdue.

- ? ...

a«, HOUBJ TO CINCINNATI
Via Pennsylvania Rallr. "Pennsylvania Unii«

ed." Leave« New York (Weal Z'.nl dt. Biatlon) 9;6S

«L ÌL dm«. So extra fare.-Advt.

DR. (r. T. PÜRVES CALLEO.

FIFTH AVENUE PRE8BTTERIAN CHURCH
l'NANIMors KOK MIM.

IT ÖFTER! Hl«· A YFAR A PARSONAGE

ANI' ??" ASSISTANT T<) TlIK PRINCETON

I'HoKKSS»'!' »CHOREN FRoM AMONO
many RE DBCl-tINBg TO SAT

WHAT UK WILL l>o.

a nnanlmoua '-all to be« "mo .balr pastor was

extended to tho Rov. Dr. »'oorg·· T. I'urvos, of

Princeton Theological Seminary, hy the congre¬
gation »»f the Fifth Avenue Prasbyterlan Oburch
at a mooting largely attended last night in the
lecture room of the church. ? great deal of

quiet enthusiasm was shown after the meet-

Ini-r adjourned, and the conviction Is -renerai
that 1 »r. Purves will sunn send to H. F.dwards
Rowland, the chairman of the Pulpit Commit-
too. <_ letter of acceptance
Dr. Purves Ih t.» t»o |n New-York to-morrow.

And It was unanimously decided last night to

Invite him to attend th" Christmas festival to

tie held at the church to-morrow night, ilo has
been Invited to preach In the church on Sunday.
December .".1. and Dr. Ro,»th. the Moderator of
the Session, said last night that if ho eonsonled
to preach it would be ¦ signal that ho had de¬
cided to accept tho call. He added, however.
that before December 81 the committee hoped,
t have a favorahle reply from Dr. Purves.
Th·· latter, M pastor of Dr. Hall's former

Church, will receive. If he accepts, ,*l salary of
.S1J ? m a year and a pereonagja flee, and the
aid Of an assistant pastor.

Dr. Booth, who has 1.··· ? pastor pro tern, of
th·· church, said to the ? oiigisgsllnn that Dr.

Purves hud assured him that his health was

g od, and this was taken as an Indication that

tbor connected With a large city pastorate
Is not at nil dreaded by Dr. Purvis, who went

to Princeton several year· ag·» in ß Bomewhat
weakened physical condition. Dr. P-H-vssrs mall
will be heavier than usual for the nest few days.
aa the word «as passed around last night forali
the membera of the congregation who havo mot

Dr Purves to writs him a personal letter urging
him to come to New-York«

THI CALL TO DR. PURVES.
The following is tha all
Tl..· .·: _r. _.itl ' Fifth ? v nue Presby¬

terian Church, in »i¡· ·?'? ,,r New-York, In Ihe
N'»¦» York, bring on »ufi

la well «attsfled with the mlnletertsl rjuall-
··,·¦ Hi ¦¦ leorge ? Purves D D.,

LI* D., snd hsvl - lhal ? our ni
le t·, nui

usi Intel ? ail si ? dsslrs .. ta
undertske ihe psstorsl office In Bsld
U auch I enl» nt In you, promts-

ir duty all proper
In 'ho Lord

.··. fe_»| fr.-.· from worldly '.ar»»

and avocations, ·¦· ¦· «snd oblige our-
·. you thi ? ibi of r._."»»» psr annum, In

.- nenia, and to give you the use
and ; ring the time of

g and ir pastor of
' irnlan you with .-»n assliI »nt

In «rhereof w·» hnve respectively Bub>
nsm» i. thi« 1Mb d ·¦ 1 ·· mber, IM

··: last night by William Brook-
field, gheldon, Bamuel Thome and

I. Britton, as the Committee of th·»

Plancia Perbe·, J"··! IV. Thome,
? Vondermubll and Bamuel s Auchln-

clos·, the Board of Deacon·; .lohn Sinclair. Will¬
iam Campbell, Rwen Melntyre, Cleorge Hunter

I DeU, Robert luggs. H. ??-
? im·, William

Irwin. Ismael ? aWtiaaTellnend .lames Tadoott,
na elders; ?. »; Aajiiarw, James Talcott, »>·

Samuel Thomas. Francia Foibe·, Horace S Fly,
Alfred Vondermuhll, Jaasaa »>. Bbsldon and w.

? Ml libi OH, ns the Hoard of Trust.·. s

Th.· Rev Dr. Et R Booth presided as moder¬
ator. The meeting was opened with pray»
singing, and .t?. r Dr. Booth stat.-d the business

u ? m Edward· Rowland, the chairman of
th· Pulpit Committee, read Ine repori of the

rk is well known to renderà
of Th»· Tribune. Mr Rowland aald the commit-

mei every Sunday morning for the last
thirteen months, racatlon time excepted; it h«_d
had Borne of us membera visiting different parts
Of th«· world In tha mean time listening to varl-

They had visited London, nir-
kenhead, Brighton, Belfast and other pia
the Brltlah Isles, Canada Washington, Minn«
spoils, Prince) »n, Spring Lake, Beabright, Long

? nj other piai ss In this country to
...rs Beventy-flve different clergymen

had preached In the Fifth Avenue Preabyl
»'hur. h itnee ti,· appointment of the »rommlttee.
Tn» committee had kepi on Minting for ? man

who would Bubecribs t" th·· Confession of Faith
as Interpreted bj the Qeneral Assembly of l«H93,
known to be e-ortaervattv· In his theological
views and not aft aid to express them On Ds
rember 3 It waa unanimously decided to request
tbe at.Ion to call Dr Purvea Mr, Rowland
then gave a detailed biographical sketch of Dr.
Purves, hlghl] eulogist.«*1 In Its cbaracter, point¬
ing out how Blgnally successful ho had been in
his pastoral.···· II,· also -f, ke of the .(Torts of
the Princeton geminar, and University people t"

keep th* doctor with them, non h ,if which was

related at length som·· time ago In The Tribune
N«> Ufi POR TELLER!

The room was exceedingly »¡uiot when Dr.

Booth put tha motion <?? the acceptance or re-

i··, ti,,n ,,f the r.p.rt of the committee. rYhen
?., requested tics·· to ris· «tho want···! to adopt
M.,· »Tepori ''very r.«· In the congregation. With
ih» exception »f tbe newspaper men and an

employe <>f the church society, quickly st..,»,i up,
Tbere was no negative vote, and Dr Booth
reused » -trill.· all STOUnd When h· said "We

won't have any bum for tio> toilers."
In his pray.t and adilr.-ss Dr Booth sp"ke

feelingly and eloquently Tha motion to adopt
the report was rnad·· by .lames ?». Bbeldon and

seconded by Jams· Talcott Mr Rowland w.»s

heartily congratulated <>n his report and it«

unanimous acceptance, and the congregation
dispersed with the conviction that thoy would

soon have a worthy and acceptable aucceaaor t.»

in John Hall In the Rev Dr George ? I'm «.-?

Princeton, ? .1 D··«·. 20 <sj.lai) The Rev.
Dr Purvea was seen at his home to-night by a

Tribune reporter and toM that be had been
unanlmousl) called to the pasturai·· of the Fifth
Avenue Pr·sbyterta ? Church, New-York. When
.-»sk.'d whether he would accept the call, he aald
be had no reply at all to make to-night He
was aaked whether or not be would preach at

the Finti Avenue Church «>n Sunday, December
::i. end he declined also to answer this ques¬
tion

?

PA REIA M E YTA lìY ???("?O Y.
LondOBL Dec, SMk In the Parliamentary elee,

tlon held to-day In Clackmannan and Kinross

t», Oil tha vacancy caused by the appointment
of i)¡.· Right M"n .lohn Blair BaVlfOW to he Lord
Justice of Scotland. ? Wason. I.theral and

Radical, defeated his Unionist opponent. »I.

Younger, i>y Ud votes. Mr. Was.m received
8,480 rotes and Mr. Younger 8,978.
Mr Wason's majority ls twenty nine loss than

that by which Mr Ralfour carried ttie con-

atituency at th·· last election against Mr

ounger. .-.nY-

BUCHTEL COLLEGE BUILDING Hi RRRD,
Akrot,. Ohio. per. 3»". -The main building of Fluch-

t.i College, inciu.ung the laboratorio*, library «n«i

men'a an<1 women's dormitorio», wns burtx-il to the

gfOUad tonight. The fire started In the men'a

dormitory about f> o'clock an»l spread to th·· other

portions <»f the building rapidly. Much of the par-
aotial property Of th«· atUdenta and a large number

i of valuable books from the library w» re saved. The
loss It fuP> 1100,000, with *«V,. »> » Insurance. A BBSet-

I the «tudenta and friend« «»f the college will
be held on Thurs.lay morning, and It la probable
that the college will be rebuilt at once.

?-

SHORT LINE TO CHICADO
Penntvhanla Railroad route of the "P«nn»>l-

vsnla Limited." See time table..AdvU

Upon the resumption of the proceeding« of

the High Oourt th·· president of that body, m.

Fallieres, nad its Judgment, condemning If.
DSrouMde t·» two years' hnpfieonmsBt, and hi«

.aclUStOB from th·· court until the arguments

of counsel had begun: also refusing to Include

ih,· .barges against M. Marc.d-Habert In the

l ·. -.m trial.

M 1 ir ..alleile. KoVOtBbOV IS, was itentenced to

three months' Imprisonment for insulting the
Idem of France.

Fnr.N'H NAVY TO BR IN« 'RF.ASED.

Taris. D· ·. '.'¦' Phe Nival Committee of the

Chamber Of Deputi·· to-day unanimously ap¬

proved the principi· of the proposed bill of the

Minister of Marine M Lockroy, opening; a credit of
MO.ifflA.OM franc« for the defence of the coast and

,. u «tallona, and an Increase in the number of
ships.

?G?ß AWTEB LOBINO MANY bones.

victim or oajTCOSARCOMA RKCOVRRI ?? ? G?1??.-

??>??.???? HOSPITAL,

Philadelphia. I>e. St, Aft«* BB operation result¬

ing In 'he O:s of hi» left arm. shoulder blade, col¬

in r hone and a portion Of his ribs. Alfred Taylor is

alile to perform the duties of orderly In the Penn-

«ylvanls Hoaptl il From the point of the Jaw to

th·· hip »»one tn.· line of Taylor'» body on th« left

«ide Im almost straight.
Taylor is a victim of a Alaesaa of the bone asteo

sarcoma He was ? sailor on a Rrltlsh schooner,
and arrived here with his arm and side terribly en¬

larged and suffering iBtBBSa ¡'«in. Little hop·· ???ß

given to the man when he present··,I himself at the

hospital, hut the operation was resorted to r« a

possible m «ns of caving his life.
|>r Hebert I.e «'onte performed the operation, as¬

sisted bv Dr. Hart and I'r. Btewsti Within a

week Taylor had Improved sufficiently to walk
about and hi·» recovery waa rapid. Since then his
casa baa been tha aubjeci ot manv lectures, «nd
he has bean examined by hundreds of medical men.

Not line· ÌM1 bas a similar ,-.,?- been recorded In
the annuls of surger\.

TO REPAIR THE WINDWARD EOR PEARY.
Si John's, N. V IHrv. 2» The Peary Arctic Club

hn« decided to repair the steamer Windward for

next season's Northern ? mise She Is now lying at

BrigUS on Conception Hay, hut will be brought to

St. John's, docked, thoroughly repaired and
strengthened, receiving new engines and hollers.
When refitted »he will l»e In first cla»s condition
for a three jerir cruise projected by Lieutenant
Peary, who In hopeful of reaching the North Pole
wtth her.

-?
WHAT TO divi; ? MAN

«Jive htm ? WATERMAN IDEAL FOFNTAIN
PEN, sure to «ult. We CHn exactly duplicate the
action of hi« favorite pen. Dealer« or at L· E.
WATERMAN CO., 167 Broadway, New York-Advt.

FRANCO-AMERH AN TREA TT.

.SUBMITTED TO TH1 FRENOS PARLIA¬
MENT FOB APPROVAL.

BENEfTTf TO EACH REPUBLIC POINTED OUT

-A OREAT ?',??? FOR FRANCE

CLAIMED.
Paris. Dee. 20..A hill submitting the Franco-

American reciprocity treaty to the approval of
the French Parliament was let reduced to-day ln
the Chamber of Deputies. The Government in
an elaborate preamble make« a point of setting
forth the "kindly disposition of the American
Oovernmenl which has enabled the negotiations
to DC brought to · I Ut ? ««Sfui conclusion," and

expatiates upon the great stimulus thef treaty
Will »rive to commerce between the two countries.

Th»· preamble proes on to explain that the

treaty Is the result of two years' work. It says

that, while pressed to retaliate against the re¬

strictions of the DlBgley tariff, the Government
deemed · resort to diplomacy preferable, In view
of "our traditional sympathies for the Republic
Of the I'nlted States and due consideration for
our true economic interests."

It then recapitulate« the main points of the

provisional arrangement of May ·", IM »?, which

op.ned th·· way for further negotiation·), as

Preach Imports Into the I'nlted States, relieved
from the tariff. Increased 80 per cent.

Buch American r«roductions as cast Iron,
l»ath"i articles and machina tools, "In which

American manufacturers possess a distinct su-

perlority, and which constitute I danger to

French Industry," are, the preamble points out.

still excluded from the minimum tariff. More-

OVSr, agricultural and cattlO products are sim¬

ilarly excluded "IB order to protect the French

from formidable American competition."
"This result," savs th·· preamble, "is all the

more important because Mr KSSBOB made press¬
ing demands on behalf of American agriculture.
Th·· p*rench Ambassador was not only able to
resist them, but «ven obtained useful reduetlone
in favor of French asricultural products ex¬

ported to the I'nlted States, such as olive oil and

piassi'«ad vegetables.
After pointing OUl that France under the

treaty obtains the uBtCJUB concession of favored
tuition treatment, and describing this as "a

peculiarly gracious concession." the preamble
compares the respective advantages gatead by
th· contracting parties, aaylng:

Only l per COBI of American prodi..-is, value
I·.-. i«Hii»»i franca, benefit, th« American Rain
being l,OT7,4S0 franca annually; while over 53
per em of French products, vain·· ??ß,?-fO..iOO
francs, benefit, the French gain being 5,219,204

annuslly.
Aft.-r particularly onlllng attention to the Im¬

portant fact that th·· Gonta.Bins obtained by
Francs «?>· exclusive and should tremendously
Increase Freni h exports, while, at the «am¬

imi··, the treaty is v,, arranged m to prevent an

Amerioan lavaatoa of French markets, tbe pee«
amble COBClud·*· as follows:
The Oovernmenl at th·» White House. In sign¬

ing with as this treaty, hav« shown then*desire
to reserve to Fren, h commerce the first fruits
of the tariff concession· which the Dlngley bill
authorized to be granted to foreign Powers.

This action rive· tb· treaty a value II, would
be ImpOBSlbl« to misunderstand, and makes this
dOCUBM nl ? work Which should .¡raw closer at

th· sani·· ttaM the economic relations of th·'
two peoples and th«· political afflnltkai Of the
two republics.

rivo TEARS for dfkovlede.

PUNIIHED BT THE HIOH COfJBT FOR

fresh INSULTI TO ITS MEMBERS)
Parts, Dec 90..In the Senate, sitting as a

High. Court of Just!· lay. counsel urged
thai the eaargsa against M Marcel-Habert be

joined to th·· pr.sent proceedings but the Froas
utot OWMral declared this would be illegal. M.
Déroulède, who, though ill. was present, viru¬

lently denounced th·· Senators and law officers
for being "subservient to tb· QovsrnmSBt'B or¬

ders" Amid immens·· uproar M. DéTOUlèd·
added:

I wish to be condemned I will say what I

think of thes·· BCOundrelal This assemblage is

Infamous, and dlShOOOri Francs and tl·,·· re-

publlcr
During mcreaateg din If. Derailed« eon-·

tinned.
I iBCllldS In my denunciations both the Sen¬

ate and the Presidimi of th·· republic "

The Procurator with difficulty made himself

heard In the tumult which ensued, and de¬

manded the prompt punishment of M. Derou-

IMe. who continued t.> hurl Insults at the High
Court, COUPled with the assertion that he de¬

sliad punishment. The BeaetOB was eventually
suspended and the court retired to consider the

situation. Th·· prisoners acclaimed M. Derou-

BETTER TONE IX WALL-ST.

NO NECESSITY FOR CLEARING HOUSE
COMMITTEE MEETING.

CONDITIONS MUCH IMPROVED CRI8I8

THOFOHT TO BE OVER-DEPOSITS

OF BONDS CNDER MR (.AGES

ORDER.THE COURSE

OF STOCKS.
It was not found necessary yosterday to hold

a meeting of the Clearing House Committee, as

conditions in Wall Street were much Improved,
and th» markot, although Its course was erratic
and Its tone not strong throughout, showed no

signs of a recurrence of panicky fooling. F. D.
Tappen, president of the ».allatin National
Bank, In whose hands was placed on Tuesday
for loanlni? on call the .< Hi, funi, ? ?» subscribed by
the syndicate of hanks, and who loaned about
if..,i«TO,iKNi of the sum in the course ,»f that day,
said yesterday, -is quoted. In ree-ard to the
resolution adopted hy the Clearing House Com¬
mittee a.king the trust companies to loan Fnited
States bonds to tho depository banks for trans¬
fer to the Sub-Treasury ae security for deposita
of Internal revenue r»*ee|pts:
The clearing house committee has no apologies

to mak.· for Its action of yesterday. It helped
¡natter« at once, having a most salutary effect. I
nave been inform*·»! by several trust ompante«
that they would relievo the situation If they could.
One In psrtlculsr, having no Government bond«.

but hoMing $2.-...»»».-. in municipal securities, sent
word it would ix^hane«· the i;»;ter for Government
¡salies, lending them to th«' hanks as roMaterai for
Interne! re-.«nu. deposits, if auch a transfer could
be in., la

In my opinion the crisis Is ov«r. Things are re¬
suming their normal «bspe. What remain- of yea-
terdaya pool will not Ete loaned, since sad. as·
«(stance to-day is unnecesasry. In tho natural
course of trad», monev will soon come our way to
replace whatever gold I.f shipped to Europe.

It Is understood that copies of the resolution
were sent hy the Clearing Houiv· Committee only
to the trust rómpanles which clear through
members of the Clearing Houee Association.
aiiung those pompen!. t"'ing some of the largest
and «resltbtSSt In the ci»y. It Is entirely Im¬

probable that the United States Trust Company,
the Central Trust Company _n«I the two or three
other Institutions whit h by »hoir own cholee
have no affiliation with the Clearing House will
turn over any bonds to the hanks, although there
seems to he no foundation for the suggestions
heard that it would be a violation of law for a

trust company to loan out Its »ta urltles. "The
law requires." sal»! th" vice-president of a lead¬
ing trust company «atBill·« in discussing thle

l> Int. "that the amount of a trust company's
capital ho invested In certain securities, hut any

surplus it may have invested In those securities
or in United States BBCUritte· it could turn over

to th«- banks.'"
The deposits of bonds yesterday at the Sub-

Treasury as collateral for Internal revenue re¬

ceipts, which are to be deposited In hanks umler
Secretary "age's or«ler Of Monday, aggregated
S I.V....» Ml. These receipts are going· into the
hanks at the rate of about |l,fJOO,000 a day.
The atock market opened strong, with call

money at «"· per cent, the prevailing rat«.

throughout the day, although at one time It
touched 9; the cloee hong at '2 per cent. The
weak spot «rag Brooklyn Rapid Transit, which.
under the influence of false and sinister bear

tumors, ostensibly emanating from Boston,
though I'.'lioved on good authority to have had
their origin at this centre, sol«! down from 74 tw

ol, rallying, however, In the last hour to (?.?1·.. a

net decline for ths day Of ?'? per cent. The

success of ths bear tactics against Brooklyn
Rapid Transit caused a sympathetic decline In

tha general list, a ajaga/aanent which wa« aided

by th" circulation of falst reports that lea«llng
Stock Exchange houses were In difficulties, by

» xaggoratlons of th.- «-Igniti' a. m-e of the non-

compliance by certain trust companies with the

Clearing House Committee's request for the

loaning of bonds, and by the announcement of

on·· gold shipment and the probability of large
ad«litl»nal engagi-ments of gold for export.

ling quotation·, however, reflected recov¬

eries In almost all the m«»re conspicuous stocks.

Total transa.tione aggregate»! about Na.,»*")
shares, with bond sales of |__,<t__(UM10 par value.

New-York Central advanced sharply on the

news of Its laci-easa Of dividend, selling as high
as Fill·, and -losing at l-.",·1.. a net gain for the

day Of -\ per cent. Manhattan was wak, on

the uncertainty regarding the outcome of the

company's negotiations with the Park Board

relative to the occupancy of Battery Park by
th·· elevated structure, the stock ranging be¬

tween .»4l_ and Sit·., and closing at 014. a net

loss of Pg per cent.

7. ... M'LXTiliE'S PROPOSAL.

HIS OFFER TO THF. PRODUCE EXCHANGE

TRUST COMPANY COMMITTEE.
KlLHl'RN'S STATEMENT.

The special commit toe of th·· Hoard Of TTuet«-es
of the Predace B__ebaags Trust Company iMwm
Could, ».'eorg.' ? BtdWI II. K.iwur.l A. Malier. Frank

Eiralaard and Cbariaa ?. Armstrong met again
yesterday afternoon at the company's office f.»r

COBSUltstien In regard to the affairs of the closed
institution, but gave out M statement of any kln.l.
Mr. Gould was seen after tne meeting adjourned,
and he seemed disposed to say aomething, but wa*

dissuaded from sp.aklng by some of the other

members of the committee. This statement, signed
by Messrs. i'.oodwin and »'rom·*ell, counsel to tbe

special committee, was Issued:
The Hoard of Trustee» of the Produce Exchange

Trust Company met this afternoon. A propoaltion
v.,»* presented looking to the rehabilitation of the

company snd tbo Hoard adjourned t»> Friday next

for further consideration of the subject.

Although none of the trustée» would admit it,
there la reason to bellevo that the proposition re¬

ferred to was that contained In the following letter:

New-York. December BJ, 1899.
To the Board of Trustees of the ProdUOB Kxchange

Trust Company.
»lentl.men: At the request of many of the large

«tockholdera "f the Produce Bzchsnge Trust »¦om¬

pany. who are interested in preservili,*- Its business
ani Discing tbe company upon a substantial
financial basis. I havo continued piy efforts to

raise tbe necessary money to pay off its depositors,
and I ROW have sifflotent funds guaranteed to

fully s.itlsfv the Superintendent of th.· Hanking
Department of the state of Nssr-T» rk.
You will remember that my first knowledge of

any trouble between this institution ami the Bank¬
ing Department was announced to me on Sunday
last at ii meeting of a few of the members of the.
Hoard at Mr. Heall's house, celled at 10 o'clock on

that night. There I found tho Superintendent, Mr
Ktlburn, In consultation with trie president. Mr.
Beali, and the ¡list vice-president. Fdwm »î«"ild. and
u few others We were given until l»l o'clock the
next morning to raise ¿_ ."_-> <»->. and I hardly need
to Bay that I» was Impossible to raise that amount
of money on «o short a not I
Througä the efforts of myself and friends we

agreed to furnish H.H-V'H-». hut as all of the balance
refluire.1 was not forthcoming tho door» were

closed
1 have since been able to »ecure the promise of

»utflrlent funds to pay off Its depositors, upon con¬
dition that a Hoard of Trustee» and Officers will he
Selected to manage Its Hlft^r» upon Bound banking
principles and protect the Interests of Its stock¬
holders, su«-h changes to be made ln the manage¬
ment of the coeaoeny as win command Ihe coaJt·
deuce of th»· public and of sufficient experience to
haiulle Us assets to the greatest advantage.

I ask the Hoard to adjourn this meeting until S
o'clock on Tuesday next, and I will nominate a,
committee of three to Investitale this proposition
which I will make and who will report to tu. full
Hoard on Tuesday next

I believe that very little loas. If any. will be au«,
talned by this company, if It« aeaeta are Intelli¬
gently handled, and If tills propoaltion Is accepted
the company will have the advantage of men of
prominence an«l experience In Its management.
The stockholder« are the people principally in-

terested In the rehabilitation and welfare of the
company, aa It la conceded by all that the de¬
positor» will In nny event bo paid in full, and I

Our life »lie Inatantaneou» Photographs are bet¬
ter than creyón», $16. Rockwood, li'wsy, -.a· _...-

___m_


